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Henley@Heart @Work.

Henley@Heart is always at work. Everybody in the Village must have seen the bakkie watering trees or
the bicycle with trailer sweeping the streets and removing litter. These four men, Jonas, Zach, Petrus
and Zachariah are employed by
P3
Henley@Heart and make an
P4
enormous difference to the beauty of
our Village. They were at Fraser Park
P4
on 6 April (used to be a holiday
P5
commemorating Van Riebeeck's
landing in 1652) but this time there
P6
were also 50 or so volunteers ready to
P6
spruce up the place which is the venue
for the Mardi Gras on 25 May.
P7
The Circle of Life (See article on
P8
page.6) was prepared for new plaques.
The gaps in the Oprah Wood caused
P8
by stolen or dead trees were filled with
P9
new trees, (unfortunately there were
not
enough
funds
to
fill
every
hole)
the
plaques
of
the
plane
trees
around the cricket oval indicating the
P9
names of the donors were replaced and sundry other jobs were handled. The Lions and Rotarians were
P11
(Continued on Page 2)
P3
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(Continued from Page 1)

out in numbers planting and painting and making gourmet hot dogs
which were eagerly devoured after a few hours work. This was also
a time for a catch up and relax in the shade of the plane trees near the
cricket hut (container). Irma and Johann Coetzee, the chief
organisers, thank all the sponsors and the volunteers. If you want to
donate time or money, contact Irma on 082 413 6184.
– Ed

SUZANNE VAN NIEKERK
B.A. (Log) Pret.

= Your turn key project specialist for industrial
and commercial developments.
= We will also undertake renovations and
extensions to warehouses and factories.
Peter Commons * peter@exitrade.co.za
082 901 2607
www.exitrade.co.za

Registered Audiologist and Speech
Therapist

HEARING TESTS
HEARING AIDS SUPPLIED
SPEECH THERAPY
For Professional Service at all Times
016 366 0615 or 083 324 1336

WATCHING YOUR BACK
FOR 27 YEARS
Dr WH van Niekerk (BVSc)
Dr ACJ Swanepoel (BVSc)
Dr APJ du Plessis (BVSc)

Still Serving, Still Growing, Still Learning
Now with Armed Response
R300.00/month for Inactive members
‘Active Members’ pay only R135 per month
We offer 24hr/day, 365 days/year professional armed
response to all Henley Watch members.
This monthly fee includes your Henley Watch membership
along with all the other benefits of being a Henley Watch
member.

Thanks again Henley@Heart

For further details contact Lorraine Haddath on
082 462 8316
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Farewell to the Kirstens
In 1974 Trevor and Joy Kirsten arrived in Henley with the first of
their three boys just a toddler. After renting a while they bought a
house and soon Joy was known as the Duchess of Dinsdale for
where they lived for 25 years and for her involvement in Village
life. She was instrumental in getting the Scout Hall built, laying out
the pegs herself together with a few other mums, having previously
been involved with the fundraising for the hall. Scouting remained a
passion for many years. She was also active in the Vigilance Society
and then the Ratepayers' Association liaising with Randvaal. While
chairman of Ratepayers she initiated recycling. The funds raised
from the recycled material were initially used by the Ratepayers' for
community project like dustbins and concrete seats. She helped
Billy and Pinky Modisang of Klip River Recycling to start their
business which is now flourishing. After 25 years in Dinsdale the
Kirstens downscaled a bit and moved to a house in Oxford, still on
the river
Now they have moved to Port Alfred and the Kowie River to be
close to the grandchildren.
Ed - From an
interview with
Norma Downes,
Joy's great friend
of 45 years. They
moved to Henley
within months of
each other and
were both involved
in scouting. In
Oxford Road the
Kirstens and
Downeses were
neighbours. The
pic shows Norma,
left, with Joy at
Molly's

The Village
GUEST HOUSE

More marvellous masterpieces
About two months before Easter Weekend 2019, the brief was sent
to participants of the Henley Street Decor Group. The theme for
this year was sheep,
symbolising the Lamb of
God: the reason for the
Easter Season!
Every year some
participants think the
brief is too challenging or
arty and every year, with
much encouragement
from the group, the most
creative and beautiful
decorations appear on the
street corners of our
beloved village.
For Easter 2019 an
attempt was made to decorate 63 street corners, the post office
parking area and all entrances to the village.
The participants are young and old, long time residents and
newcomers, ladies and gents. We want to make sure that this
beautiful tradition lasts well into the future of Henley on Klip.
Every year attempts are made to recruit new participants and this
year we were again fortunate to add new members to our group.
Some participants were willing to do more than one location for
which we are greatly appreciative. New participants are therefore
most welcome so that even more street corners can be decorated.
Wishing Henley on Klip residents a Blessed Easter.
– Tessa de Jongh
(For Tanya who is working on
a cruise ship in the Caribean)

Motorcycle and Lawnmower
Repairs and Servicing

Tel: 016 366 0707
1083 Regatta Road, Henley on Klip

Contact Joan for reservations – 082 556 8518
Visit our websites: www.villageguesthouse.co.za
& www.villagemanor.co.za
E-mail: thevillage@lantic.net

Dr Brenda Schlachter
(B.Sc., B.V.Sc.)
Dr Robert Lloyd
(B.V.Sc.)

Consulting Hours
Monday – Friday 08:00 – 12:00 and 15:30 –18:30
Saturday – Sunday 09:00 –12:00
Public Holidays by Appointment Only

082 443 3530

« Collection and delivery arranged
« Classics a speciality

Peter Watson
078 484 0688 Henley on Klip

Meyerton 016 362 4564/5
Vereeniging 016 422 0707
Vanderbijlpark Checkers Hyper Centre
016 931 0071
Vorster& Lyell Optometrist 016 932 2117
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From MLM on investigating corruption charges
Council met to consider a report submitted by an independent
investigator. The report recommended due to Prima facie evidence
found by the investigator, that the suspended Deputy Municipal
Manager face a disciplinary process. All parties present at council
unanimously agreed to the process as the report recommended.
The municipality views the aforementioned allegations to be of a
serious nature and will ensure that due process is followed in a fair
and transparent manner. All persons are considered by law, to be
innocent until proven guilty.
The Midvaal Local Municipality has placed their Chief Financial
Officer on special leave and further served her with notice of
intention to suspend in terms of regulation 6 of Precautionary
Suspension of the Government Gazette of 21 April 2011.
This follows allegations of irregular and undue recruitment
processes.
We ask that our residents be patient as the necessary legal route is
pursued to ensure justice in this matter.
We wish to re affirm our commitment to ensuring political office
bearers and officials alike are held accountable to the highest
standards upheld by our residents to this municipality. We like to
reiterate that the Municipality continues to function as normal.
– Extracts from MLM press releases of 3 April

"When you see corruption, when you see injustice, you
speak up. You don't just shut up and say it's none of my
business."
Manal al-Sharif
"The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil,
but by those who watch them without doing anything."
Albert Einstein

25 May 2019 is Mardi Gras Day. The theme is Hair, Headdresses
and Hats - so if the hat fits wear it! We have local Henleylites
showcasing their delicious food and items and talent. This year
there will also be stalls from outside Henley bringing Henleylites
even more variety. The children will definitely not be bored with
the array of items in the children's tent. The food stalls are going to
be scrumptious with so much variety. This year we will have the
fun bar fully stocked with some new additions: Gin Bar, Craft Beer
and Cocktail Bar. (Alcohol not for sale to under 18s)
Raffle tickets are on sale now, please support. There are stunning
items up for grabs. All information can now be found on our
website www.henleymardigras.co.za. Follow our Facebook Page
for more information: Henley Mardi Gras, and let us know if you
will be attending by clicking the going button on our Facebook
Event: Henley Mardi Gras 2019.
Thank you to all our sponsors so far, without you the event could
not happen. 90.6 VCR will be joining us this year and we will be
advertising on their platform for the month of May. Remind friends
coming from out of town to book at the various restaurants for the
evening or day after. We also have stunning accommodations in the
area. Be be sure to check out the options.
SAVE THE DATE for a FUN FAMILY DAY OUT!
– Mardi Gras Committee

We repair and recover
Lounge Suites
Oﬃce Furniture
Recliners
Headboards etc.
Manufacturers of
Lounge Suites and
Wingback Chairs
We collect and deliver

Free quotes
Contact Kevin 083 629 9511
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Councillor’s Corner
Dear Residents
I hope to see you all on the 8 May exercising your democratic right
to vote. Thomas Jefferson once said,
“We do not have government by the majority. We have government
by the majority who participate.”
By this point in an election year, you might find yourself
overwhelmed by politics — the advertisements, the polls, the news
coverage. With all that noise, it's easy for people to come up with
excuses for not voting. However, voting is one key way to help turn
this country around. Voting is a fundamental right of any citizen that
enables them to choose the leaders of tomorrow. Many people do
not vote thinking one vote will not make a change, but as a matter of
fact, it does. A nation's political foundations are built using elections. When it comes down to it, the reason we vote is to ensure the
best possible government so as to improve life as much as possible.
So, the question in this election is not who is going to lead us, but
what are our standards for being led? “Speaking the truth should be
the least we require of our elected leaders, It won't solve all our
problems, but it is a beginning.”
So come out and vote and use your vote wisely. Don't just give it
away to the same party for old time's sake. Think about the future.
As citizens the questions we must ask ourselves is which party:
· is the most powerful political force for economic growth,
good governance and unity in SA today?
· will strive for a market-driven economy within a nonracial, constitutional democracy. Forces that seek to
divide humanity along national, ethnic or racial lines are in
the ascendant
Aside from track record in government, a good second question

to ask is: Which party is best placed to unite this beloved country of
ours?
See you at the voting station.
Councillor Lynda Parsonson
083 969 1430
Do you have a problem or an issue
you would like to speak to
your ward councillor about?
Please come and chat to me at Henley Library
on Saturday 27 April 2019
between nine and eleven
Councillor Lynda Parsonson

Garden Cottage to let
In Henley on Klip, Ewelme Road.
One bedroom, open plan sitting room and
kitchen. Kitchen has melamine cupboards,
gas stove. Bathroom with shower in the
bath. Curtained
Separate entrance, own garden, patio, built
in braai, shade port parking for one car.
Secure and quiet.
R2900.00 includes water.
Call 084 263 1784

KLIPRIVER ANIMAL CLINIC
KLIPRIVER DIEREKLINIEK
Dr. F.J.H. Boonzaaier (BVSc)
Consulting Hours /Spreekure
Mondays – Fridays / Maandae – Vrydae
08:00 – 12:00 & 14:00 – 18:00
Saturdays / Saterdae
09:00 – 13:00
Sundays / Sondae
10:00 - 11:00

Tel: 016 362 0003
Cell: 083 236 9650
54 Boet Kruger Street
Meyerton

DENEL PLUMBING
LICENSED PLUMBERS
(PIRB Registered)
ü Blocked Drains
ü Above/Below Ground Drainage
ü Rain Water Drainage
ü Hot/Cold Water
ü Geysers
ü Certiﬁcates of Compliance (COC's)
ü Solar Geyser Installations
ü Plumbing supplies
For a Free Quote Please Contact
Ben 082 825 7705 or Chris 060 394 0467
Email: denelplumbing@gmail.com

Page 6

The Henley Herald

A local Mrs SA semi-finalist
Jacolien De Bruyn, a nursery
school teacher from Meyerton, is
a Tammy Taylor Mrs South
Africa semi-finalist.
She is Meyerton born and
raised, with Laerskool
Voorwaarts giving her most of
her primary schooling and Dr.
Malan, Net of Christ, Drie
Riviere Höer and Brainline
providing her secondary
schooling.
She has had no modelling
experience (other than the odd
school fashion show fundraiser)
and this is certainly not a
requirement for this competition.
After seeing an advert on facebook, she sent 2 photos and an essay
by email and it was from these that the top 100 semi-finalists were
selected.
The competition, which is open to married women, aims to empower women by emphasising real inner beauty and keeping away
from the traditional beauty pageant. The main sponsor and
organiser is Tammy Taylor Nails South Africa. Other sponsors are
Emperors Palace, City of Ekurhuleni, SABC 3, Suzuki SA (a car is
one of the prizes), Lamelle Research Laboratories, Renewal
Institute, CATRICE Cosmetics, Collagen Lift, Contempo,
Nomination, Brentoni, Thandar Inc, Body20 and Mpact Recycling.
If she is selected in the top 25 she will attend a charity ball at
Emperor's Palace in June. Proceeds from the pageant go to
Women4Women.

Shame on the Blood Transfusion Service SANBS
Since time immemorial they have cried about shortages of blood
donations.
On 7 March, Blood Donation Evening at Lions O'Connor Hall,
there were walk-outs by 8 prospective donors due to administrative
delays. Please SANBS come to the party and organise properly so
that the process is more efficient.
In November 2018, 28 units were collected, January 2019, 40
units, March 2019, 42 units but it could have been 50
The next bleed is the 2 May 2019.
– Marinus van Es

“If you’re a blood donor, you’re a hero to someone
somewhere, who received your gracious gift of life.”

'A' TEAM CLEANING SERVICES
« Wet & Dry Carpet cleaning
« Domestic Cleaning; upholstery &

windows
« Pre & Post Occupation clean ups

SO

TO MAKE YOUR PLAN COME TOGETHER,
CALL THE PROFESSIONALS, CALL THE

'A' TEAM

Lisa 071 822 6354
OR
Linda o78 333 9571 / 078 881 0109
Have Bakkie , will travel
enquire re service oﬀered
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May you join The Circle?
The Circle of Life at Fraser Park was created in 2014 after 5 years
of research to celebrate the notable residents of Henley. You can
walk the spiral and
read the plaques of
these families from
the most recent to the
oldest at the centre
namely the first
owners of land here,
the Pretorius family
with, the founder of
H e n l e y, H o r a c e
Kent, next to them.
The Circle is tended
by Henley@Heart. The trees have grown and the garden matured
over the years. It is a wonderful tranquil spot, well worth regular
visits to see it in all the seasons.
It has become time to update the circle. Since the original
plaques there will now be new families that qualify for inclusion by
having reached the 35 years in Henley milestone or made other
notable contributions to community life in Henley. Please send in
the nominations to Tom McGhee at 079 493 6579 or
tmestates@vodamail.co.za with dates or other details.
– Ed

016 366 0061
3 Ewelme Road Henley On Klip
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A huge Knit-In
On 8 JuneThe Golden Triangle Chamber of Commerce will be
attempting two world records: Firstly to display the biggest hand
knitted blanket in the world. This will be in the shape of the S.A. flag
and will cover about 19 602 m2. Secondly, the distribution of 9000
blankets to several charities in the Vaal Triangle. Eight strips are
sewn together to form one single bed blanket. This will be done at
the DP de Villiers Stadium in Sasolburg.
Members of
Rotary Club of
Meyerton/Henl
ey on Klip are
part of the 1500
knitters who
started knitting
in October last
year knitting 72
000 strips in the
colours of the
SA flag using
1.2 tons of wool
which comes
all the way
from East London. President Petrus van Heerden and Assistant
Governor Ester Nast recently treated their knitters to a morning tea,
to thank them for their hard work knitting 116 strips (so far)
For more information visit the facebook page: Golden Vaal
Blanket Drive.
– Ester Nast
“Properly practiced, knitting soothes the troubled spirit,
and it doesn't hurt the untroubled spirit either.”
Stephanie Pearl-McPhee

Arthur McDonald T/A MACJOBBING
Henley Watch alarms, Security , Gate motors,
Electric fencing, Building and renova ons.
New Oﬃce Cell:- 061 248 9595
Arthur :- 073 217 4542

BUSINESS HOURS

CLASSES

Mon - Thurs
04:30 - 20:30

Aerobics
Pilates

Fridays
04:30 - 19:00
Saturdays &
Public Holidays
08:00 - 11:00

Body Conditioning

Book your Easter holiday
boarding early.
We take dogs, cats
and birds.
We collect and deliver.
Email: tdt@top-dog.co.za

Tel: 016 365 3866
Stephanie - 082 855 3210

RANDVAAL GLAS

Boot Camp

Hans du Koker

Step
08:00 - 11:00

JANGROENTJIESTRAAT 719/6 JANGROENTJIE STREET
DALESIDE RANDVAAL

072 194 6977

s 079 350 2080

HOUSE MAINTENANCE
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL SOLUTIONS

016 362 1335
30 Mitchell Street
info@midvaalgym.co.z

After Hours Contact
084 564 2081

Domestic Painting s Carports s Palisades s Window Repairs
Building Renovations s Structural Repairs s Waterprooﬁng
General Maintenance and Repairs

Stephen Loftie-Eaton 062 210 7725
Ann 081 499 0116
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Numbers at Midvaal
Fire: 016 360 7500
Randvaal Clinic: 016 360 5836/7
Meyerton Clinic: 016 3602 5880
Meyerton Library: 016 360 7443/4
Henley Library: 016 366 0112
Randvaal Library: 016 365 5093
Call Centre: 0861 643 8225
SAPS Meyerton 016 362 0903/1787
Midvaal Hospital (Three Rivers) 016 454 6000
Potholes: Mail IpelegengN@midvaal.gov.za
Or complaints@midvaal.gov.za

Avoid the laager. Not the lagerthat can be good in moderation
especially in these times. We
must try to steer clear of the
laager mentality. We are being
bombarded by bad news: petrol
up, electricity up, non-stop
appalling revelations of
corruption, child abuse, road
fatalities, election antics. The list goes on. A
common reaction is to withdraw into our shells –
buy as little as possible, go nowhere if not
absolutely essential, withdraw into our little home
laager behind our security gates. This is not
helpful to ourselves, our families and friends or to
the nation. We need to keep contributing to the
economy. The shopkeepers, restauranteurs,
theatre personnel, handymen need your business
or they face closure. Go out and spend (a bit less if
necessary), enjoy life, improve your mood and lift
up (figuratively) everybody you come into contact
with. Save petrol (and money) by buying locally
and supporting local businesses especially the
advertisers in the Herald.
The editors remember Trevor Kirsten with
appreciation for his contributions to the early days
of our Herald when he regularly supplied us with
crossword puzzles. We wish you plenty of time to
pursue this hobby, Trevor.

016 366 0020

P.O. Box 1526
Henley On Klip
1962
SMS 084 263 1784
henleyherald@teachsmart.co.za

DISCLAIMER
The Henley Herald disclaims all
liability (including inferred
defamation) in respect of articles
or advertisements contained
herein.
The views expressed by writers
are their own opinions and the
Henley Herald is not responsible
for any loss, damage, business
interruptions,inferred defamation,
or liability arising from readers
acting upon any articles herein.
Moreover readers should
themselves verify the accuracy of
any article which provides advice
before acting on the same.
EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS
All contributions are welcome
subject to policy. There is no
restriction on subject matter or
length, but contributions are
subject to editing.
Anonymous articles and
contributions submitted under
noms-de-plumes will be published
provided that the writer's name is
known to us and that the article
does NOT name any persons.
Contributions may be faxed to:
086 616 0687 or e-mailed to
henleyherald@teachsmart.co.za
DEADLINE
The deadline for editorial
contributions and advertising is
the 28th of the month prior to
month of publication.
REPRODUCTION AND
PRINTING
Layout, Typesetting, design and
reproduction by: Georges and Sal
Hébert. Telephone 084 263 1784
Printing by PCN Printers
Telephone 084 263 1784
ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page R2225
½ Page R1155
1/4 Page R 770
1/8 Page R 380
1/16 Page R 220
Cover pages POA
DESIGN FEE for new ads may be
applicable
A discount rate of up to 10%
applies to advertisements to be
placed in 3 issues and paid for in
advance.
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Celebrating
Easter
in Henley Group
HCPF
Emergency
Telegram

“Have some Madeira my dear”
Another moment in “Making Henley Grate Again”
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WHO? WHAT? WHERE? WHEN?
Birds of a Feather: Meets on the third Monday of each month.
Contact Hazel Cameron-Jepson on 016 366 7121
Henley Bowling Club: Interested bowlers contact
secretary@thebowler.co.za or go to www.thebowler.co.za
Henley Bowling Club for Hire: Patricia Verster 082 324 9464
Henley Library Reading Circle: Meets at the library on the
second Wednesday of the month, at10:30 Contact Keke at the
library 016 366 5865
Henley Performing Arts: Marie Thompson 016 366 0935
Henley Watch: To join contact Lorraine Haddath 082 462 8316
or go to :www.henleywatch.co.za
Housewives' Club: 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:00.
Contact Susan 016 366 0551 or 083 584 9309
Lions Club Of Henley On Klip:
Meetings: 1st Monday of the month at O’Connor Hall 18:45 for
19:00. Contact Paul Breytenbach 062 026 6166
Henley Sewing Circle:Meets at the O’Connor Hall every
Thursday at 2.00 Lessons are free. Machines are provided.
Contact Norma Botha 083 290 3407
Bingo:3rd Saturday of the month at O'Connor Hall. 13:30 for
14:00. All Seniors welcome. Contact Grant Neve 072 821 5307
O'Connor Hall for Hire: Contact Kerry Palmer 082 805 1088
Eye Clinic: At Meyerton Child Welfare. 1st Saturday of every
month. Carmen Andrews 079 913 0281
1st Henley Scouts: Fridays. Cubs 17h30 to 19h00. Scouts 17h30
to 19h30. Enquiries: www.1sthenleyscouts.co.za
Randvaal Biblioteek: Leserskring ontmoet elke tweede
Donderdag van die maand om 9.30. Bel Rita 016 365 5093
Rotary Club: Meets at the Bowling Club 6:30 pm every second
Tuesday. Contacts: Petrus van Heerden (President) on 083 692 3262,
Dr Jeann Dickinson (Secretary) 083 267 0480
Royal Antedeluvian Order of Buffuloes (RAOB): Meet at
Bunduloo Lodge, 502 Durham road, first Sunday of the month at
10am. Contact Des Woods 082 494 8741.
HCPF: Emergency 081 813 3912,
Chairman: Marcel Esterhuysen 083 708 4703,
Secretary: Jo-Ann Kruger 061 332 9616
Walkerville Wine Circle the last Wednesday of every month at
Erfdeel Farm in Drumblade. 7pm Contact Paul Lottreaux for
details and bookings. 083 381 0855
Vaal Seniors Club: Meets every second Friday of the month at
Riverview Lounge at HRV. Contact Joan 083 777 3159.
Church Services
Beit Baruch, Messianic Assembly: Every Sabbath (Saturday)
at 10:00. Contact George 071 139 5275 or Hein 083 774 5609
Henley Christian Fellowship: Sunday at 9.00 at Henley High
School Hall. 082 543 3329
Hope Family Church: Sunday services 9.00 to 11.00
Evening Service 18:00 to 20:00 Last Sunday of the month.
Contact 016 366 0545 or 082 387 1497
St Andrew's Family Church: Worship and Children’s Church
May - August at 09:30. September to April at 08:30. Communion
1st Sunday of the month. Office 016 366 0800 or 082 575 7238
St Paul's Anglican Church: Sunday services and Sunday
school 8 to 9:30. All welcome Contact Jean Roy 016 366 0253 or
Anne Smith 016 366 0551. Flea Market last Saturday monthly.
St Philip Benizi Catholic Church: cnr Verwoerd and Reitz Str.
Meyerton. Mass: Weekdays 8am, Saturdays 8am and 6pm,
Sundays 8am
Meyerton Methodist Church: Sunday service 9.00 (Kids and
adults) Friday nights: Youth group. 016 362 1736 (office)
Midvaal Berean Fellowship: Sunday 09:00 Bible study,
10:15 Main Service.
11 Gen Beyers Ave (using SDA building), Meyerton
Mike 084 515 4317 Also on Facebook
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Eskom vs Farming
We love to compare: this car to that car, this house to that house, that
dress to this one, this whisky to that whiskey - what a pleasure!
The list can go on ad infinitum.
I would like to compare two industries, that of Eskom, which
doesn't seem to know what needs to be done in order to be a successful business, and that of farming which must know what needs
to be done in order to be successful.
Stage I – Eskom: The term “load shedding” is a terminological
inexactitude. It's power cuts plain and simple. It's Eskom's inability
to fulfil its mandate and therefore we, the paying consumers, are
penalised. Gate motors, alarm systems, fridges, and more are put at
risk. The security that lights give, both inside and outside the house,
give us peace of mind when they are working.
Power cuts in this day and age are an outrage. It used to be darkness that is a criminal's best friend, now daylight is too. With security
systems down, it's open house for the criminals. Traffic is also
affected: With robots not working, traffic is backed up giving the
criminals easier access to whatever is available in the vehicle.
Please take great care at robot intersections. Eskom should also
suffer - Salary increases, pension payments must be adjusted to
reflect the economy. Bonuses should only be paid when the job is
done well and the amount agreed on beforehand.
Stage I – Farming: Farmers have numerous “cuts” to perform,
namely the harvest, fodder, the occasional bull. These cuts are
necessary. Eskom, on the other hand has only one cut and we are all
affected by it. Cutting corners and using excuses for not doing the
job are not acceptable to a farmer but are a standard feature elsewhere.
Stage II – Eskom: The distribution of electricity seems to be a
haphazard affair, with sub-stations falling prey to vandals, illegal
connections, transformers old and out of date. We hear that 20 000
megawatts of electricity have gone missing. Where the ---- have
they gone? Anybody caught stealing or dealing with stolen
electrical equipment must be prosecuted, because they are holding
the country to ransom.
Stage II – Farming: Farmers' distribution networks have to be
maintained and serviced regularly. If not, they get no assistance from
the state to bail them out and their network will be lost to a competitor.
Stage III – Eskom: Maintenance that should have been done in
order to supply us with a continuous, reliable supply of electricity
has been side-lined and neglected.
Stage III – Farming: Maintenance of farm equipment is essential
and it's carried out on a regular basis to be useable at a moment's
notice. Buildings, fences, irrigation systems and other items have to
be maintained or lost. When the planting season arrives the crop
must be planted. When the time to reap arrives the crop must be
harvested or go rotten. It doesn't matter the type of farming
enterprise, good timing, good knowledge and a great deal of wisdom is required.
Stage IV – Eskom: Job losses. How an enterprise can have a
labour force that hasn't been paid for a long time and who still
remain loyal and free of vengeance towards the enterprise is beyond
me. If you do know, tell the rest of the country. We need to put an end
to civil disobedience and the loss of life and property that go with
rioting. “Power cuts” lead to reduced income and therefore spending
power. Cash flow, growth rate, (now that's another inexactitude)
suffer all because of “power cuts” which are bringing the country to
breaking point. The recovery will take an exceedingly long time.
Stage IV – Farming. Farmers retain their labour force and pay
them, no matter what. Farmers need to take advantage of the seasons
and business opportunities that become available to supply their
produce to the country and to improve their business and profitability.
Agricultural and residential areas have a happy relationship at
present. The planned takeover of agricultural land and change it to
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residential is going to be a disaster. Putting dwellings on productive land is stupid. We need to produce food and feed for our
own use and export any over-supply, or store it for times of need –
and they will come.
– Peter Sheratt

Another Dougal poem
Iwatched the little bird with sticks
build his small house from twigs and bits
that he had picked up from the ground
and puzzle where every bit fits
With fur and grass that he has found
and to secure around had wound
until at last his little nest
with skill, artistry did astound
With such knowledge the bird is blessed
his love in building is expressed
while on the ground I watch in awe
by skill and diligence impressed
Quite possibly by nature's flaw
there is no task for my great paw
I can not build, just like the dove
I can not paint nor even draw
But as the bird sings up above
about the house that he's proud of
I need not build, or draw, or fix
my gift is love, my gift is love
– Dougal [D.Lit]

Dad's note: Dougal is a very perceptive hound, and
watches what is going on around him. He has even
been caught following a TV series or two, and he
often watches the birds in the trees.
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A novice grows the biggest pumpkin
The South African Giant Pumpkin record has been smashed again at
the Livingseeds Giant Pumpkin Competition, held on 9 March at
the Walkerville Agricultural Show.
First place and the new South African record went to Peet Joubert
who fielded a pumpkin weighing in at a whopping 613kg. Peet's
Giant was an outright winner with his closest competitor on the day
displaying a pumpkin of 357.5kg. Livingseeds.co.za sponsored
R15000 for first place, with Fastway Couriers sponsoring an additional R15000, an incentive for a South African record breaking
pumpkin. This netted Peet a cool R30000 and the coveted national
pumpkin growers record for his efforts.
Peet is new to pumpkin growing, and says that this was one of the
most stressful things that he has accomplished. These pumpkins
grow at such a rapid rate that one can see them gaining between 25
and 30kg in a single day. With an average growing period of between 70 and 80 days, an immense amount of attention is required to
ensure that nothing goes wrong with such a prized pumpkin. Peet
estimates that he spent at least 2 hours a day tending to his pumpkin,
with the December period seeing an excess of 5 hours a day of pure
love and attention being poured into his behemoth. Loading such a
pumpkin from your back garden is a mission that cannot be underestimated. The trailer carrying the pumpkin became bogged down
in the soft soil. Peet had to lift a 3 ton trailer plus the pumpkin, and it
had to be done in a way that did not put the 'life' of his pumpkin in
jeopardy. Any structural damage to the pumpkin caused by a wrong
move, or the trailer slipping off a jack would have disqualified his
entry.
Second place and R7000 sponsored by Talborne Organics went to
long-time pumpkin grower Wykus Lamprecht with an impressive
and personal best pumpkin of 357.5kg.
Third place and R 2500 went to Hugo Le Roux with a pumpkin of
331kg also sponsored by Livingseeds.co.za

Standing behind the new SA record pumpkin (L-R) Hugo Le Roux,
Peet Joubert, Wykus Lamprecht and Sean Freeman from
Livingseeds.co.za

The Junior category
at the 2019 Livingseeds Giant
Pumpkin Competition was
sponsored by Fastway
Couriers. Two young friends,
Johan Du Plessis (left) and
Ruan Maritz, fielded 3
impressive pumpkins this
year, with a personal best
pumpkin of 212.5kg. This is
the second year that they have dominated the Junior category,
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having cleaned up in every position last year as well.
In South Africa, growers have been competing for the last 7 years
and all of the records above 500kg have been held by Gauteng
growers. This should fire up Western Cape growers where conditions are ideal with a much longer photoperiod, theoretically
enabling them to grow record breaking pumpkins.
The previous South African record was held by Hugo Le Roux
with a monster 556kg pumpkin and preceding this, Midvaal
grower, Shirley Olivier was the first in the country to break the
magical 500kg barrier with a pumpkin of 506kg.
Growing pumpkins on a competitive basis is a popular international sport, with growers worldwide vying for the top spot in
their countries and internationally. The current world record is a
massive pumpkin of 1190 kg and is held by a Belgian grower.
In South Africa Giant Pumpkin growers freely share their
information as to what they believe are the best techniques to grow
a prize winner with Facebook groups like Giant Pumpkin Growers
ZA being an important reference source for old and new growers
alike.
If you would like to get in on the Giant Pumpkin Growing action,
special seed and kits are available via Livingseeds.co.za. Check
out www.livingseeds.co.za, www.talborne.co.za and
www.fastway.co.za
– Sean Freeman
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Action
AubreyBowling
shares his
knowledge
Henley's Bowling Club green, one of only 3 in the district which has
an A grading, has seen varied bowling lately. Strictly Come
Bowling is an annual fun event for bowlers and wannabee bowlers.
This year the theme was St Patrick's Day. Much fun was had by all.
The pic shows the best dressed team.

Striding out on a Walkerville Sports Society Walk

The club also hosted the Sedibeng championships. The pic shows
men's single from left winner and champion Gert, District
President, Tommie Louw, and runner-up Etienne.

“Your best ideas, those eureka moments that turn
the world upside down, seldom come when you're
juggling emails, rushing to meet the 5 P.M. deadline
or straining to make your voice heard in a highstress meeting. They come when you're walking the
dog, soaking in the bath or swinging in a hammock.”
Carl Honore

“If you are looking down while you are walking it is
better to walk up hill, the ground is nearer.”
Gertrude Stein

“Some folks look at me and see a certain swagger,
which in Texas is called ‘walking.'”

George W Bush

WE ARE THE OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS OF EPOL PRODUCTS AT
WHOLESALE PRICES

Support the Walkerville Sports Society
The committee of
the Walkerville
Sports Society,
seen here,
organises a wide
variety of sporting
events for the
benefit of local
charities. Go to
their website
www.walkervilles
portssociety.com
for a list of
upcoming events.
So far they have held several 5 km conservation walks in the hills
around Walkerville (usually every second month) They have also
organised volleyball, netball and darts tournaments.

YOU’VE KNOWN THE BRAND SINCE 1913
NOW AVAILABLE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
WE STOCK
EPOL PRODUCTS
MIXED FOWL FEED, CRUSHED MAIZE etc.
MILK REPLACEMENT
GRASS BALES / LUCERNE
OPTIMIZOR DOG FOOD
MOLATEK PRODUCTS
WE ARE SITUATED AT R551 HENLEY ON KLIP

PO BOX 1533
HENLEY ON KLIP
1962
TEL:082 390 5477 / 084 587 7772

